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: By Joe Maniscalco
.- - Stickball-bats-and Spaldeens.. Going sewer-to sewer,
* and:looking out for cars coming down the block. .
or'oenerauons of young slers growmg up in Brooklyn -

= 'IWo young filmmakers from Park Slope have captured
-quintessential Brooklyn' moments.in a new faux~ :

From left, Borough Pr
‘Golden’s special assit
‘Parks Commissioner
.architect Christian Zlmme

ocumentary called When Broomsticks Where King.
00,

= By Gary Bmso .
, The fact that some sctiools excel arid. others fail is not-
- a atter of funding, better teachers, or the latest tech- "
- nology. It’s simply a matter of chance.
© 'That fatalistic news is according to School Board 15
‘member Gary Popkin, a’ professor in the Computer
"Systems Technology - department at New. York City
- Technical College.
. . Atthe board’s August 29 meeting, Popkin, who holds
~a. Ph.D. in Operations Research from Polytechnic
“University, presented the findings of an independent
--analysis he conducted on schools in the brownstone dis-
“trict as well as across the city.
“- If areliable method exists for improving student per-
‘formance, Popkin hypothesized, than more than 50 per- -
“cent of schools would show improvement from one year
 to the next. However, if chance is involved, and no reli-
able method exists, then about 50 percent of students
would show improvement, and about 50 percent would
- worsen; he observed.

Looking at Board of Education data of student per-
formance on the state’s 2000-2001 English Language
Arts Exam, Popkin determined that of the 666 schools
listed citywide, 366 improved on the exam, moving

: ffrom Level 1, the lowest possrble score, to Level 2,a :

| See page 22 .

) By Gary Bmso -
Ground was broken Thursday for- Phase II of the
restoration of the Parade Grounds; a well-used 40-acre
park whose reputation was once one of neglect and decay.

Originally designed in 1868 by the creators of -

Prospect Park, it once functioned as a location for mili-
tary drills and parades. Lately though, the Parade
Grounds was known for poorly lit, neglected fields lit-
tered with broken bottles and. prone to flooding. -

Soon it will boast top of the line athletic fields and facilities.

- The/ groundbreaking, attended by -elected officials,
Parks Department Commissioner Henry Stern, commu-
nity groups and members of the Prospect Park Alliance,
represents the nearing of the end of the planned rehabil-
itation, whose planning. began in 1996. .

Phase II of the project will see the construction of two
new baseball fields, one a “premier field” complete with
grass turf, scoreboard, dugout and foul pole and hghtmg
for night games, the other a “multi-use” field, with arti-

L ﬁcral turf bullpens and homefun track Also mc]uded is

dedicate the field in hc

the construction of a new :
goal posts and fences.

Phase I, which will cost
ed to be complete next year.

Phase III of the project -
completion of the second ph:
of seven fields for soccer,
pose and softball.

Phase T of the plan; whic
ation of a top notch footbal
side of the park,- which is
Avenue, Parkside Avenue, ai

The entire $15 million prv
plete in 2004. .

"The master plan, which
Alliance Office of Capital
$100,000 boost from the Na

* Funding for the construc
the outgoing Borough Pres
set asrde $10 3 ml]llon taxp.

See page 22



one wora comment by the -editors of:the Miami Herald, :
Florida’s leading newspaper, and:a:1eft. ‘Wing one at that

“NONSENSE.
But, r.hen agam the Liberals o}

‘_eep south may just -

DOYIriend § mMOINer.. dNE ddlis L0 KNG UIC 1I0lICY auu
says she peeded it to pay to make her a size “D”. Purely by

coincidence she is now being charged with a felony
D’). ;

.class -
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name of the man who received the patent? No. It isn’t
:Singer. The man’s name is Elias Howe and if you got that

right you can take what’s behind door number two or come
back next week for...never mind. Have a great day.

very right to be % o ‘ally worth it? Most men ogle but when it

Score
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shot right, on 10th and 5th streets ins _]llS
three weeks, No sooner'had Jason Cusato‘

he ﬁlmmakers actually goofed nd
t a féw guys show up'on the set with-
arrings:-- a definite no-no. for char
ters, who were supposed to be playing
‘ nelghborhood game 20'and 30:years..
ago. It'was somethmu the older - guys“i
v workmg on the film where" quick: to
Jump on: “If they were playing ball in"
1 ay, they ‘wouldn’t be: wearm"frlg-

ill be shown at Madison.
: .as part.of the New York

nning- 1now through September:
in’' the“fall, the boys from
0 will ¢ el to-the West Coast for

0 shoot scenes, that deprcted the remi-"
iscerices of | the old stickball players,
‘ Cusato and Pantoja deftly shot in-grainy, 8
‘ﬁlm and later transferred it to a: drgr- R g
...+ tal format. 3
“Shooting; around G
cars was very o
‘tough,” said Cusato. -
The duo estimates
that ' they spent .
‘ _approxrmately]
' $20,000 on camera
L equlpment over. a.
' two-yeaf period = all* |, -
. with' the sole .inten-" - }.: -
r.own films. Both draw
‘ ccessful do-lt-yourself g
ev1n Smtth of Clerks

By the end of sh ‘otmg,
- Cusato found that actors

The Angel Clty Film Festival, actually
accepted two ‘of Cusato and Panioja’ sub-
missions. Inhaddmon to Bmomsnc

between. the young Brooklyn fil
both 26 called The Out of Work
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down Were now Con
work atid even as
- Although _
env1s1oned B;‘aomstzck g
usato ‘and Pantoja: were
*-authentic" the! actors'- suckball memone
* But dn'ectmg lhenr own' gang. of fnends‘ = really: became i 8 b

proved to'be the toughest thmo about shoot— ““The:. guys spoke from the heart &
-Cusato says, . ‘






