i

'

Aug. 4, 2003 BAY NEWS Page 28

Stickball stalwarts braced harsh weathér

past a couple of sewer caps.

o : %
to knock a few spaldeens
Photos by Paul Martinka

| A Useful
I Resourc

To

Brooklyn Broomsticks Are King At

£y

King” which was directed b
from right).

August 18th,
Perfect Timing
For

Dozens of people turned out to th
Film Series at Peggy O’Neill’s to w

e Tuesday Night Coney Island
atch “When Broomsticks Were
Y Brooklyn born Jason Cusato (second

Back-To-School §

KeySpan Park

Nothirg can stop a good
old-fashioned stickball
game—not even a torrential
downpour.

That's how a bunch of
hard core broomstick barons
felt as they set up outside of
Peggy O'Neill’s restaurant
outside of KeySpan Park in
Coney Island, as storm

- clouds loomed in the hori-
zon.

For the better part of the
day, beach-goers were sprin-
kled with intermittent rain-
storms.

But, just before the fourth
installment of the Coney
Istand Tuesday Night Film
Series at Peggy O’Neill’s,
things got a little...wet.

Still, film series organizer Anthony Gigante, independ-
ent film director Jason Cusato and some of the stars of his
mocumentary “When Broomsticks Were King” braced the
impending storm to knock a Spaldeen across a sewer cap
or two. '

When Mother Nature ruled a time out, the stickballers
ran inside the restaurant, where they watched Cusato’s
movie, which was filmed entirely in Park Slope, where the
budding director grew up.

Made with thff‘] princelﬁl sum of $300, the movie was
shot right on 101 and 5‘ streets in just three weeks. No
sooner had Jason Cusato and partner Ricardo Jones com-

"pleted editing the 30-minute film, when it was accepted to

not one, but two prestigious film festivals.

Cusato said that the entire project was made possible by
the help of friends and family. Both the director’s father
and uncle appear in the film as old-time stickball champs.

Approximately 60 people braced harsh winds and rain
to get to the film’s premiere at the Coney Island Tuesday
Night Film Series, which is sponsored in part by Peggy
O’Neill’s and Bexel Video of New York.

“It went over very well,” Gigante recalled. “The rough
day turned out to be a beautiful night.” ,

Gigante said that he and Cusato are making plans to
hold a stickball game for charity.

“We think it’s going to be at the end of August,”
Gigante said. “We want to close down Surf Avenue and
have a real stickball extravaganza with teams from all
over the borough. It will be a great way to bring back the
old days.” '

“What we had Tuesday was a prelude,” Gigante said.
“We had to test the Coney Island air and see how the wind .
currents handled the ball.” ’

The Coney Island Tuesday Night Film Series. conclud-
ed TueSday, Julv 29. with the movie “Moaanctrcl



